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Unit Overview  

Content Area: The Constitution and Supreme Court 

Unit Title: The U.S. Constitution 

Target Course/Grade Level: 11/12 

Unit Summary In this unit students will learn about the direct relationship between the United States 

Constitution and the United States Supreme Court. The unit will be begin with an examination of both the 

general premise of the Constitution and, more specifically, how it refers to the Supreme Court. Students 

will also learn about how the history of the Supreme Court has been shaped by landmark cases, such as 

Marbury v. Madison. 

 

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Language Arts, Law 

21st century themes: 

Unit Rationale  Among the goals of the Pompton Lakes Social Studies Department is to prepare 

students for participation in democratic life and the democratic-republican form of government. 

Inherent in such an endeavor is the need to analyze the many ways that government institutions 

operate, including the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a pluralistic society.  

 In a pragmatic sense, students must examine and understand the causes and consequences 

of historical events and make connections that identify developmental trends. Such training will 

contribute to individual, intellectual development and enlightenment. Indeed, in this unit, we study 

the past in order to grasp the present and predict the future. 

 

 

Learning Targets 

 Standards Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will 
acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and 
present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 
American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic 
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

 Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies. All students will acquire the 
knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 
21st century. 

 Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century. All students will acquire 
the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and 
promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address 
challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

 

 

Content Statements 



Content Statements for Standard 6.1 

 Many landmark Supreme Court cases have helped to keep citizens of the U.S. divided 

 Many landmark Supreme Court cases have helped to bring citizens of the U.S. together 

 The trends of the Supreme Court’s decision-making are indicative of America’s political and 

social scene 

 The Supreme Court operates as a key component in the American system of checks and 

balances 

Content Statements for Standard 6.2 

 It is important that students of history gain an understanding of how the past has impacted 

the present-day life 

Content Statements for Standard 6.3 

Active citizens in the 21st century: 

 Determine the credibility and value of information. 

 Analyze and propose solutions. 

 Work collaboratively to solve problems. 

 Critically analyze information. 

 Communicate through written and oral arguments to present solutions. 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.2.d Compare and contrast the arguments of Federalists and Anti-

Federalists during the ratification debates, and assess their 
continuing relevance.    

6.1.12.A.2.e Explain how judicial review made the Supreme Court an 

influential branch of government, and assess the continuing 
impact of the Supreme Court today. 

6.1.12.D.2.b Explain why American ideals put forth in the Constitution (i.e., 

due process, rule of law, and individual rights) have been 
denied to different groups of people throughout time. 

6.1.12.D.2.d Analyze arguments for new women’s roles and rights, and 
explain why 18th-century society limited women’s aspirations. 

6.1.12.A.3.i Relate the impact of the Supreme Court decision regarding the 
Amistad to the antislavery movement. 

6.1.12.A.7.b 

 

Evaluate the impact of government policies designed to 
promote patriotism and to protect national security during 

times of war (i.e., the Espionage Act and the Sedition 
Amendment) on individual rights 

6.1.12.A.11.c Determine if American policies regarding Japanese internment 

and actions against other minority groups were a denial of civil 
rights. 

6.2.12.A.5.e Assess the progress of human and civil rights around the world 

since the 1948 U.N. Declaration of Human Rights.   

6.3.12.D.1 Analyze current laws involving individual rights and national 

security, and evaluate how the laws might be applied to a 
current case study that cites a violation of an individual's 
constitutional rights.                                             

Unit Essential Questions Unit Enduring Understandings 



 What are the basic tenets of Article III of 

the U.S. Constitution that define the role of 

the Supreme Court? 

 What was the role of the Supreme Court in 

American life during the country’s 

formative years? 

 How did Marbury v. Madison change the 

role of the Supreme Court in the American 

political system? 

 How has the Supreme Court used the power 

of judicial review as a vehicle to make a 

vital part of our system of checks and 

balances? 

 

 How the U.S. Constitution still serves as the basis for 

decisions of the supreme court today 

 How decisions of the Supreme Court impact our present 

lives 

 How Marbury v. Madison came to impact the future role 

of the Supreme Court in American government and life 

 How the power of judicial review has helped to make 

the Supreme Court an integral part of the American 

system of checks and balances 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Analyze the role of the Supreme Court in American politics  

 Analyze Article III of the U.S. Constitution 

 Explain how Article III of the U.S. Constitution has defined the Supreme Court 

  

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (1 day)  

Students will be tested on this introductory unit. The test will be one full class period 

 

 

 

Equipment needed: Teacher computer/projection set-up, DVD player 

Teacher Resources: Discovery Education, library research materials, U.S. Constitution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formative Assessments                                              Alternative Assessments 

 Tests and Quizzes 

 Discussions and Debates 

 Evaluation Questions 

 Supreme Court Case “Briefs” 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

The U.S. Constitution 

 

5 days 

Lesson 2 

Facts About the Supreme Court 

 

5 days 

Lesson 3 

Marbury v. Madison and Judicial Review 

 

2 days 

Summative Assessment 

 

 

1 day 



Teacher Notes:  

 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

 

 Anchor Standards: RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and 

secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a 

whole. 

 RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide 

an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

 RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation 

best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

 RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text 

(e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

 RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats 

and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or 

solve a problem. 

 RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a 

coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

 RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the 

grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: The Constitution and Supreme Court 

Unit Title: The Supreme Court 

Target Course/Grade Level: 11/12 

Unit Summary In this unit students will learn about the basic structure of the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Beginning with the qualifications of Supreme Court Justices and moving to a description of their duties and 

role in American government. Students will also identify and learn about many of the prominent Supreme 

Court Justices in American history, in addition to focusing on our current court members. In studying these 

Justices, students will learn about how the make-up of the court can effect its decisions. Prior to studying 

court decisions, students will examine criteria used to decide whether or not to grant a case certiorari. 

Students will also study many of these landmark decisions that have been rendered throughout American 

history. The unit will climax with the class’s annual field trip to the U.S. Supreme Court and the research 

that goes into preparing for the trip. 

 

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Language Arts, Law 

21st century themes: 

Unit Rationale  Among the goals of the Pompton Lakes Social Studies Department is to prepare 

students for participation in democratic life and the democratic-republican form of government. 

Inherent in such an endeavor is the need to analyze the many ways that government institutions 



operate, including the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a pluralistic society.  

 In a pragmatic sense, students must examine and understand the causes and consequences 

of historical events and make connections that identify developmental trends. Such training will 

contribute to individual, intellectual development and enlightenment. Indeed, in this unit, we study 

the past in order to grasp the present and predict the future. 

 

 

Learning Targets 

 Standards Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will 
acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and 
present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 
American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic 
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

 Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies. All students will acquire the 
knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 
21st century. 

 Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century. All students will acquire 
the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and 
promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address 
challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

Content Statements 

Content Statements for Standard 6.1 

 Presidential elections in the United States can have a profound impact on the Supreme Court 

 The make-up of a specific Supreme Court can have a profound impact on its decisions 

 The political, social, and economic background of individual justices can impact their 

decision-making 

Content Statements for Standard 6.2 

 It is important that students of history gain an understanding of how the past has impacted 

the present-day life 

Content Statements for Standard 6.3 

Active citizens in the 21st century: 

 Determine the credibility and value of information. 

 Analyze and propose solutions. 

 Work collaboratively to solve problems. 

 Critically analyze information. 

 Communicate through written and oral arguments to present solutions. 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.3.d Describe how the Supreme Court increased the power of the 

national government and promoted national economic growth 
during this era. 

6.1.12.A.3.f Compare and contrast the successes and failures of political 



(i.e., the 1844 State Constitution) and social (i.e., abolition, 
women’s rights, and temperance) reform movements in New 
Jersey and the nation during the Antebellum period.   

6.1.12.A.3.g Determine the extent to which state and local issues, the 
press, the rise of interest-group politics, and the rise of party 

politics impacted the development of democratic institutions 
and practices. 

6.1.12.A.4.b Analyze how ideas found in key documents (i.e., the 

Declaration of Independence, the Seneca Falls Declaration of 
Sentiments and Resolution, the Emancipation Proclamation, 

and the Gettysburg Address) contributed to demanding 
equality for all.    

6.1.12.A.6.c Relate the creation of African American advocacy organizations 

(i.e., the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People) to United States Supreme Court decisions (i.e., Plessy 
v. Ferguson) and state and local governmental policies. 

6.1.12.A.7.b Evaluate the impact of government policies designed to 

promote patriotism and to protect national security during 
times of war (i.e., the Espionage Act and the Sedition 
Amendment) on individual rights. 

6.2.12.A.5.e Assess the progress of human and civil rights around the world 
since the 1948 U.N. Declaration of Human Rights.   

6.3.12.D.1 Analyze current laws involving individual rights and national 

security, and evaluate how the laws might be applied to a 
current case study that cites a violation of an individual's 
constitutional rights.                                             

  

Unit Essential Questions 

 What are the qualifications of Supreme 

Court Justices? 

 What is the importance of a Supreme Court 

Justice being appointed for life? 

 How can the political background of a 

Justice impact his/her own decision 

making? 

 How has the Supreme Court used the power 

of judicial review as a vehicle to make a 

vital part of our system of checks and 

balances? 

 How have landmark Supreme Court cases 

impacted the American political, economic, 

and social climate throughout the history of 

the country? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 How the U.S. Constitution still serves as the basis for 

decisions of the supreme court today 

 How decisions of the Supreme Court impact our present 

lives 

 How one becomes a Justice on the Supreme Court 

 How a Justices political background can impact his/her 

interpretation of the Constitution. 

 How landmark Supreme Court decisions have impacted 

the American political, economic, and social climate 

throughout history 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Analyze the role of the Supreme Court in American politics  



 Analyze the make-up of various Supreme Courts throughout American history 

 Analyze the significance of presidential elections  and their impact on the Supreme Court 

 Analyze landmark Supreme Court cases 

  

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

Students will be given various written assessments throughout this unit. In addition to tests, students will 

also write research papers. One paper will be about the current Supreme Court Justices. Another paper will 

be about selected landmark Supreme Court cases throughout American history. A third paper will require 

students to specifically research the cases on the Supreme Court docket for the day our visit to the Supreme 

Court. 

 

Equipment needed: Teacher computer/projection set-up, DVD player, research materials 

Teacher Resources: Discovery Education, library research materials, copy of the Constitution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formative Assessments                                              Alternative Assessments 

 Tests and Quizzes 

 Discussions and Debates 

 Evaluation Questions 

 Research Assignments 

 Oral Presentations 

 Supreme Court case “Briefs” 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Becoming A Supreme Court Justice 

 

5 days 

Lesson 2 

Facts About the Supreme Court Justices 

 

6 days 

Lesson 3 

Politics and the Supreme Court  

 

5 days 

Lesson 4 

Research on Current Supreme Court Justices and 

Presentations of each 

5 days 

Lesson 5 

Research on Selected Landmark Supreme Court 

Decisions and Presentations of each  

5 days 

Lesson 6 

Research on Supreme Court cases on the docket 

for day of our visit to the court and Presentations 

of each 

4 days 

Various Summative Assessments 

 

3 day 

Teacher Notes:  

 

 



Curriculum Development Resources 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

 

 

 Anchor Standards: RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

 RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

 RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords 

with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

 RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an 

author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in 

Federalist No. 10). 

 RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

 RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

 RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–CCR 

text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: The Constitution and Supreme Court 

Unit Title: The U.S. Supreme Court Decision Making Process 

Target Course/Grade Level: 11/12 

Unit Summary Students’ Rights. In this unit students will learn about how Supreme Court decisions have 

impacted their rights as students in school. 

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Language Arts, Law 

21st century themes: 

Unit Rationale  Among the goals of the Pompton Lakes Social Studies Department is to prepare 

students for participation in democratic life and the democratic-republican form of government. 

Inherent in such an endeavor is the need to analyze the many ways that government institutions 

operate, including the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a pluralistic society.  

 In a pragmatic sense, students must examine and understand the causes and consequences 

of historical events and make connections that identify developmental trends. Such training will 

contribute to individual, intellectual development and enlightenment. Indeed, in this unit, we study 

the past in order to grasp the present and predict the future. 

 

 

Learning Targets 

 Standards Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will 
acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and 
present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 



American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic 
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

 Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies. All students will acquire the 
knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 
21st century. 

 Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century. All students will acquire 
the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and 
promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address 
challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

 

 

Content Statements 

Content Statements for Standard 6.1 

 The trends of the Supreme Court’s decisions pertaining to rights of students inside school 

 The trends of the Supreme Court’s decisions pertaining to rights of students outside school 

Content Statements for Standard 6.2 

 It is important that students of history gain an understanding of how the past has impacted 

the present-day life 

Content Statements for Standard 6.3 

Active citizens in the 21st century: 

 Determine the credibility and value of information. 

 Analyze and propose solutions. 

 Work collaboratively to solve problems. 

 Critically analyze information. 

 Communicate through written and oral arguments to present solutions. 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

  

  

6.1.12.D.2.b Explain why American ideals put forth in the Constitution (i.e., 
due process, rule of law, and individual rights) have been 
denied to different groups of people throughout time. 

6.1.12.A.4.d Judge the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th 

Amendments in obtaining citizenship and equality for African 
Americans.   

6.1.12.A.5.c Analyze the effectiveness of governmental policies and of 

actions by groups and individuals to address discrimination 
against new immigrants, Native Americans, and African 
Americans. 

6.1.12.D.5.c Assess the effectiveness of public education in fostering 
national unity and American values and in helping people meet 
their economic needs and expectations. 



6.1.12.A.6.c Relate the creation of African American advocacy 

organizations (i.e., the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People) to United States Supreme 

Court decisions (i.e., Plessy v. Ferguson) and state and local 
governmental policies. 

6.1.12.A.13.a Analyze the effectiveness of the New Jersey Constitution of 

1947, New Jersey Supreme Court decisions (i.e., Hedgepeth 

and Williams v. Trenton Board of Education), and New Jersey’s 
Law Against Discrimination (i.e., P.L. 1945, c.169) in 
eliminating segregation and discrimination. 

6.1.12.A.13.b Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and 

Supreme Court decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting 

Rights Act, the Equal Rights Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, 
Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and Roe v. 
Wade) in promoting civil liberties and equal opportunities.   

6.1.12.A.14.b Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the 
Constitution to define the rights of the individual, and evaluate 
the impact on public policies. 

6.2.12.C.6.b Compare and contrast demographic trends in industrialized 
and developing nations, and evaluate the potential impact of 

these trends on the economy, political stability, and use of 
resources. 

6.3.12.C.1 Participate in a real or simulated hearing about a social issue 

with a related economic impact (e.g., growing health care 

costs, immigration), and justify conclusions after weighing 
evidence from multiple experts and stakeholders.   

6.3.12.D.1 Analyze current laws involving individual rights and national 

security, and evaluate how the laws might be applied to a 
current case study that cites a violation of an individual's 
constitutional rights.                                             

Unit Essential Questions 

 How have Supreme Court decisions come to 

impact the rights of students inside of 

school? 

 How have Supreme Court decisions come to 

impact the rights of students outside of 

school? 

 What role have political factors played in 

recent Supreme Court decisions? 

 How have Supreme Court decisions 

regarding students’ rights reflected societal 

times? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 How the U.S. Constitution still serves as the basis for 

decisions of the supreme court today 

 How decisions of the Supreme Court impact present 

lives of students in and out of school 

 How Supreme Court decisions can reflect the societal 

times in which they are rendered 

 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Analyze the role of the Supreme Court in American politics and society 

 Analyze contemporary Supreme Court decisions and identify the relationships between various decisions. 



 Explain how Supreme Court rulings have come to have a direct impact on students throughout the 

country. 

  

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

In addition to being tested on this unit, students will also write case “briefs” for various landmark Supreme 

Court decisions pertaining to students’ rights.  

 

 

 

Equipment needed: Teacher computer/projection set-up, DVD player 

Teacher Resources: Discovery Education, library research materials, U.S. Constitution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formative Assessments                                               Alternative Assessments 

 Tests and Quizzes 

 Discussions and Debates 

 Evaluation Questions 

 Supreme Court Case “Briefs” 

 WeVideo construction 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

TLO v. NJ 

 

3 days 

Lesson 2 

Vernonia v. Acton 

 

3 days 

Lesson 3 

Patawonamie V. Earls 

 

3 days 

Lesson 4 

Drug Testing in Schools 

7 days 

Lesson 5 

Students’ Rights Outside of School 

10 days 

Lesson 6 

Compare and Contrast Supreme Court decisions 

related to students’rights over the years 

10 days 

Summative Assessment 

 

 

3 day 

Teacher Notes:  

 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

 

 Anchor Standards: RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and 

secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a 



whole. 

 RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide 

an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

 RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation 

best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

 RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., 

how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

 RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats 

and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve 

a problem. 

 RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a 

coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

 RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the 

grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

 

 

 


